m well aware of:the.rich history of
ll::otswold Wiater Park as | drive down 5
the main Spine Road towards :
Watermark Fisheries.:_ ~
P following in the tyre tracks of anglers
such as Kevin Maddocks, Mike Willmate
=~ _and Dave: Bawthof'n Pulling inta the
" Watermark-Fishery's car park, I'm mabby
~.. % fishery manager Adrian Davey: and two-
i - Botswold Water-Park anglers. The: pr_
experienced angdlers are here to provide
the history of the waters which are fow
“under Adrian's contral. W
" The lakes that we are going to
concentrate on are Watermark's flagship
water, the famous Bradley's Pit, and the
centrepiece of Adrian’s operation, Little
Horseshoe.

The anglers are both strangers to publicity.
One is Watermark bailiff Mark Bryant,
founder of new bait company Baitworks, and
the other is... well, he'd rather remain

Bradle s - The JEWEI Of >
. The Par ; :
Mark starts: li‘le bﬂlfiﬂhhg “Brad?ey‘s i
intimidating;* it's one, of those watersithat -
will always deter anglers. Fhis.is partly ik
to the fact that there ara‘neccessnble e
areas, but that's changtng ah.he moment.

b

- _huge waten” he 53\(5 3
* “'m pretty sure: that they're th%_ Leney
strain. South Cerney Angling Cluhmm
once controlled Ashlea Pool. When ‘they
_lost the fishing rights they netted the paol
and moved fish over the road to Br‘adleys
They were in the lake for a few seasons
until the lake flooded over the causeway
into the adjacent Hill's Lake.

“Fish went over the causeway in both
directions, so that's where the mystery
element comes from: we don't know

when anglers such as Kevin Maddocks
were fishing in the area, fish were certainly
moved about. Lots of lakes received little

anonymous! For the sake of this Fishery
Focus he'll be called The Veteran.

Little Horseshoe Lake - the
nentroplece of Watermark

Fisheries.
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However,-at 133 acres, it will 'ahmys bea-"

exactly what's in Bradley's. Back in the days

" from.

& pockeﬁs of fish'years 'and years‘ago. Thera

are now sume very special fish around.”

The Vebaran adds: “The angler‘s that wrli
catch are.mg guys who've got the
watercraft the ahility and the time: The. - =

_fish are nat reliant on.bait. It's only two

years smcf_‘ the-gravel refu‘_ler_'y stopped.

~ “While that was in bperation there was
always silt going in -and the fish would
come in.and feed amang it. The. refinery
was on.the northeast bank, where the
southwesterlies corme in. That's where a lot
of sightings of the bigger fish have come

Mark continues: “There have been some
great sightings over there. Anglers have
literally popped over the fence and seen
some massive fish. It just adds to the
mystery of the place.

“We can be pretty sure t“a; Bradley's
contained about 13 to 16 originals. These
days it's more likely to be around the six to
10 mark; I've personally seen six. To eatch
one is an absolute honour, and respect’is



due to the anglers fishing for them. People
who are prepared to look will see exactly
what is there.”

The Veteran agrees: "They're heritage
fish and whether they are Leney's or not
they're certainly over 50 years old, which
shows their pedigree. They're older than
most of the anglers fishing for them and
they're steeped in history for this part of
the country.”

The mid-1980s saw an introduction of
Mark Simmonds’ fish.

The Veteran takes up the story: “These
fish are eating machines, especially the
commons. They are fish with small heads
and huge frames. Most of them are doing
an incredible BIb to 7Ib a year - frightening
growth rates.

“From my knowledge, the fish that went
in there were 15 mirrors and 15
commons,” Mark adds. "They're putting on
some fantastic weight gains, certainly
coming out to about 30Ib now and there
are fish in there that are a lot bigger.

“If people go and look for them, then
they'll see exactly what we're talking about.
They are going to be the next legends at
the water park, no doubt about it.”

| asked The Veteran about the water
quality found in the park. He replies,
saying: “The water quality can sustain
massive natural food growth which means
that the fish can get on it and thrive. The
crystalclear water allows light to penetrate
deep into the Iakes and promotes a
diversity of weed growth.”

| Bradley’s Myths And

Legends
| Much of Bradley's magical appeal is due
to the mythical element to the fishing. | ask
the guys to elaborate on some of Bradley's
legends.

Mark started, saying: “It's hard to say
what's true and what's false as far as
rumours go. There are two mythical fish
that have been seen in Bradley's. One is a
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common and one is a mirror with a huge
frame. black scars and a sandy patch on
its head. Both have been estimated at
40 plus. | can honestly say that | haven't
seen them, and 've done a lot of looking
over there. That's not to say that they're
nat in there: I've seen six original fish in
four years of looking. The two mythical fish
have been spotted by some very reliable
anglers. They usually get sighted around
spawning time.

“A |ot of the fish are old and don't
reproduce. They have been sighted off the
area that has just been reinstated, so
that's an important area. On Bradley's they
do behave like proper carp; they get on
the winds and they get in very close and
you can sneak right up on them.”

The Winds Of Change

One thing | had noticed was the
difference between the reinstated
side of Bradleys and the
opposite side. On the side that
has recently been opened up
there are visible bars and
humps. | asked the

Mark answers: “SCAC lost the rights to
this side of the lake when the houses went
up. It hasn't been fished much since -
apart from people ‘guesting’ it. It 1S the
northeast corner of the lake as well,

“We've now got access to the spawning
bay, which is an absolute magnet for the
fish at certain times of year. The plan is to
put pads and reeds in those shallow bays
so there is an area the fish can go to and
feel safe.

“There are a few fish in Bradley's that
already mix in with the newer stock -
particularly the Small-Pec Comman, the
Tiger Fish and another that | call the Mike
Wilmott Fish. There are other fish, which
are loners.

“On a southwesterly, all the fish will be
down in the northeast corner of the lake
and the loners might be at the other end
of the lake entirely. The loners are often
hard to tempt.

“There are two fish in Bradley's that
everyone thinks have died, but | know that
they haven't because |'ve seen them.
Often, as is the way on the Park, anglers
will put rumours out saying that certain
fish have died just to keep others off ‘their’
lakes!

“An example of this is Hill's fish, which
was rumoured to have been killed by a
speedboat. If the fish isn't spotted, then
seeds of doubt are sown and rumours
start. It's tough, because undoubtedly this
piece will upset anglers on the park.
Adrian needs publicity for the job that he's

going about it the right way. Without
proper management the older
stocks would die off and there
wouldn't be any fish to
replace them.”

lads what the plan
was for the
new bank.

’ 4 : s i
The 301k common from
Little Horseshoe. . /

doing, though. There's no doubt that he's

Mark Bryant, who | spoke to, poses
with a Bradley’s stockie. These fish

e shown incredible gi

The Veteran agrees. “It's testament to
Adrian’s drive and enthusiasm that he's
been able to achieve as much as he has so
far with proper, old-school fishery-
management techniques,” he said.

The Future Of The

Watermark

It's now time to sit down with Adrian

Davey and talk about the future of the
Woatermark Fishery.

Adrian starts by giving a
rundown of his time in charge at
Watermark Fisheries. “I'm into
year three of my management
at the Watermark Fisheries

now,” he said. “The lakes
that | took over were lake
No3 [now Little
Horseshoe and a
neighbouring trout lake],
lake No6 and Bradley's.
“Little Horseshoe had
been mismanaged
over the years
It had been &
trout fishery
for much of its
history. However,
it's always held a good



head of original, old Water Park fish.
Access was very limited.

"My challenge was to make this a viable
business and to restore it to a high
standard. A business plan was quickly
developed and luckily we found some stock
ponds that we had here and we decided to

divide the lake. The trout-fishery side was a
natural bowl, and the other side - Little
Horseshoe - is full of features and natural
food. We felt that Little Horseshoe could
provide a good carp fishery. So we've now
got two very separate, natural lakes.
“We've also put up a small but well-
stocked tackle shop on the site. We've got
springs welling up into the trout lakes and

flowing through into the carp lake and
down into Bradley's, so the water quality is
extremely good.

“One of the things we've been very
careful about on Little
Horseshoe is to make
sure that all of the
sSwims are very
clearly behind the
marginal rush
line and do not
interfere with
the look of
the lake. You
cannot see
any of the
swims when
you walk
around
looking at the
far bank.

“The lake is a
very slow-starting
lake due to the
springs but it fishes
well 8 month later than
most lakes; towards
Christmas. I've only just started seeing
the originals being active over bloodworm
beds and other features.

Lengy Dinks - the
full:ur-? of the park.

“Significantly, the lake has very old,
original fish in excess of 45 years and
many are interesting-looking characters
with crinkly fins from a virus in the 1970s.

“We've then got various batches of
Simma fish that have been stocked over
the last two years. I'd estimate that the
total stock would be around 300 to 350,
which is a high stocking density for a
4'/=acre lake. However, it's not a runs
water due to the abundance of natural
food.

‘It can be very prolific if a good baiting
technigue is applied and the big, 30Ih
common is a regular on the bank. It can
also be challenging and frustrating. The
management plan has dictated that the
water is kept very intimate, with marginal
reeds and trees, and thought is required in
selecting spots to fish.

“Thorough consideration went inta how
the swims would look and how they would
feel when you are in the swim and the
feeling of intimacy is high. The syndicate
bank on the causeway is also very intimate,
with lots of gravel patches close in and
overhanging trees and snag features. The
fish love to patrol that bank.

“It's active management, hand in hand
with nature, that has given the lake a
maturity. We've laid hedges and planted
with English plant species and trees that
give some autumn colour and, as much as
we love our fish to look great, it's also
fabulous to be here in the autumn. We are
surrounded by water meadows on one side
and we've laid hedges on the other side.

“More importantly, we're creating
something that is sustainable. We are in
the privileged position, with our stock
ponds, to be able to hand-pick fish for
our lakes. We're particularly proud of our
Leney Dinks, they're very pretty fish.
They've got superb colouring
and will have a very good
life span. That's
something that we
wanted to take
INnto account —

continuing the
legacy of the
fish that
we've got in
the lakes
and of the
park in
general.

"We are
very privileged
to have some
original Ashlea
Pool fish in
Bradley's. We've
still got that legacy
around, with a handful of
fish still alive in Bradley's.

There have been other stockings. In
19986, around 15 mirrors and 15

commons went into the water. Those fish
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