m well aware of:the.rich history of
ll::otswold Wiater Park as | drive down 5
the main Spine Road towards :
Watermark Fisheries.:_ ~
P following in the tyre tracks of anglers
such as Kevin Maddocks, Mike Willmate
=~ _and Dave: Bawthof'n Pulling inta the
" Watermark-Fishery's car park, I'm mabby
~.. % fishery manager Adrian Davey: and two-
i - Botswold Water-Park anglers. The: pr_
experienced angdlers are here to provide
the history of the waters which are fow
“under Adrian's contral. W
" The lakes that we are going to
concentrate on are Watermark's flagship
water, the famous Bradley's Pit, and the
centrepiece of Adrian’s operation, Little
Horseshoe.

The anglers are both strangers to publicity.
One is Watermark bailiff Mark Bryant,
founder of new bait company Baitworks, and
the other is... well, he'd rather remain

Bradle s - The JEWEI Of >
. The Par ; :
Mark starts: li‘le bﬂlfiﬂhhg “Brad?ey‘s i
intimidating;* it's one, of those watersithat -
will always deter anglers. Fhis.is partly ik
to the fact that there ara‘neccessnble e
areas, but that's changtng ah.he moment.

b

- _huge waten” he 53\(5 3
* “'m pretty sure: that they're th%_ Leney
strain. South Cerney Angling Cluhmm
once controlled Ashlea Pool. When ‘they
_lost the fishing rights they netted the paol
and moved fish over the road to Br‘adleys
They were in the lake for a few seasons
until the lake flooded over the causeway
into the adjacent Hill's Lake.

“Fish went over the causeway in both
directions, so that's where the mystery
element comes from: we don't know

when anglers such as Kevin Maddocks
were fishing in the area, fish were certainly
moved about. Lots of lakes received little

anonymous! For the sake of this Fishery
Focus he'll be called The Veteran.

Little Horseshoe Lake - the
nentroplece of Watermark

Fisheries.
64 ADVANCED

However,-at 133 acres, it will 'ahmys bea-"

exactly what's in Bradley's. Back in the days

" from.

& pockeﬁs of fish'years 'and years‘ago. Thera

are now sume very special fish around.”

The Vebaran adds: “The angler‘s that wrli
catch are.mg guys who've got the
watercraft the ahility and the time: The. - =

_fish are nat reliant on.bait. It's only two

years smcf_‘ the-gravel refu‘_ler_'y stopped.

~ “While that was in bperation there was
always silt going in -and the fish would
come in.and feed amang it. The. refinery
was on.the northeast bank, where the
southwesterlies corme in. That's where a lot
of sightings of the bigger fish have come

Mark continues: “There have been some
great sightings over there. Anglers have
literally popped over the fence and seen
some massive fish. It just adds to the
mystery of the place.

“We can be pretty sure t“a; Bradley's
contained about 13 to 16 originals. These
days it's more likely to be around the six to
10 mark; I've personally seen six. To eatch
one is an absolute honour, and respect’is






