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Angler File

Name: Jim Foster
Age: 32

Occupation: Editor in
chief, DHP magazines
UK PB: 41Ib 80z mirror,
32Ib 6oz common

Angler File

Name: James Armstrong
Age: 20

Occupation: Trainee
journalist, DHP magazines
UK PB: 33Ib 8oz mirror,
31lb common

sn't it strange how fate works? If you're

destined to catch a particular fish and

your name is on it, then you'll get it.
This was
enough to visit a venue called Little
Horseshoe Lake back in July.

I found out

lefinitely true when I was lucky

out this underfished day
ticket water completely by chance earlier
in the year. A bloke named Adrian Davey
came up to me while I w

and w

river fishing
ot chatting. Before I knew it, he
had given me an invite to fish at a complex
anag ermark Fishery in the
lds - where Little Horseshoe is the
day ticket carp lake.
When someone talks about his own
fishery I alw
pinch of salt, es

ake what is said with a
ccially when claims of
English fish to over 30Ib are made. But no
matter how sceptical I could force myself

umstrong show how you
visit to'a new lake...

it seemed that Mr Dav
that was worth taking a look at.
Before our conver:

had a lake

ion finished, I
obtained Adrian’s phone number and
vowed to give him a bell, which I did a
couple of weeks later. A trip was quickly
sorted out for y July - my third carp
fishing 3

The weeks leading up to the agreed date
passed and the time for the session came
around. I decided to drag my offic
assistant, James Armstrong, with me. James

lish PB of

over 301lb. His enthusiasm for the sport
knows no bounds, so it was with real
anticipation that we drove through the
gates of the fishery at 8am on a warm
summer’s morning.

On arrival, I grabbed some bait and
mixed some pellets, dip and mag



some Hin
going on a walk around the lake with
James and Adrian, who had met us straight
after our arrival.

When vou fish a lake for the first time,
you must have a good look around. Just
plonking yvour gear down in the first swim
vou like the look of will probably result in

Jim and James took a variety of
baits with them, including mixers, a
selection of different-sized pellets,
groundbait, maggots, pellet pop-
ups and even some articifial dog
biscuits. Their Little Horseshoe fish
were caught on the pellet pop-ups
and maggots.

s Krill ‘N' Krab powder before

silent alarms and few or no fish caught. Get
as much advice as you can from a regular
angler, or a bailiff. That will give you a
massive head start, and was precisely why 1
bombarded poor old Adrian with as many
questions as [ could while we walked.

First impressions were that the lake
would be ideal for a mobile approach,

Firing mixers into
the sunset at Little
Horseshoe Lake.

The carp proved
difficult off the top.

baiting up key margin areas and stalking
fish in the edge. The wat car and

there were loads of features to fish to, from

shelving gravel margins and weed beds.

I asked Adrian about known hotspots. |
wanted to find out exactly where the big
fish in Little Horseshoe lived and ate so |
could increase my chances of catching onc¢
of them. One part of the lake instantly
stood out as a potential big-fish hotspot. As
we walked around, a narrow channel
opened up into the main lake. A strong
westerly wind was pushing into this
channel and four or five good fish, in

»f 201b, were cruising up and down
rgins.
“This channel is where the big fish tend

to get caught,” said Adrian. “The Big
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Common has been taken a few times from
a particular swim here - although it hasn’t
been out for over a year.”

I made a careful note of what Adrian was
saying and where the swim he was talking
about was. All along this channel the
margins sloped steeply down into around
six feet of water. There were a few clear
gravel spots a rod length out at the base of
the marginal shelf, spots that had obviously
been kept clean by feeding carp.

mixAvere introduced.

lead system was pretty basic, too. All 1 did
was use a running 20z pear lead, which
was separated from the hook link by a
buffer bead.

Once the rods were set up, I carried my
gear around the lake, looking for feeding
fish to target. I soon found a spot in the
edge where the bait I'd introduced on our
first walk around had already gone. There
was no sign of a carp feeding, but the
water was cloudy, which meant that

| knew I'd caught a big fish. It must have gone
30lb - | could hardly lift it from the water.

I thought that, after stalking in the day, I
would set up for the night in this channel
and see if I could nail one of the lake’s
bigger fish.

While doing our initial lap of the lake, I
baited up six or seven likely looking
marginal spots with the pellet concoction
I'd knocked up, putting a handful of bait in
each spot. Then it was time to set the rods
up.

I don’t believe in overcomplicating
things when vou're fishing a new lake, in
particular, rigs. I stick to using what I
know works everywhere - a size 6 Korda
Longshank X hook tied knotless-knot style
to a 15Ib Snake-Bite hook link. The hook
bait was to be either a critically balanced
HBS pellet pop-up or some maggots. The

something had eaten the pellets a short
while ago.

I placed each rig into a PVA bag, added
some pellets and flicked the bags out 12
feet or so onto the top of the gravel area
that I'd baited. To ensure that everything
was pinned to the bottom, I placed three
small lumps of putty onto the main line as
well - two, four and six feet away from the
rig. Then 1 let everything settle and fished
with a slack line that ran up the gravel
margin to the rod tip. Finally, I settled
down well back from the water’s edge,
hiding behind the reed beds. T didn’t want
the carp to see me!

Meanwhile, James had other ideas. As |
laid back in the warm summer sunshine,
waiting for a buzzer to sound, he told me

A Rig For A New Water
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When a spg'_l’-ﬂas found,
4 few hantifuls of pellet

he was going to try and catch a fish off the
top. So, after he’d prepared a big bag of
mixers by soaking them in some Hyrdo
Stim, off he went.

After he'd gone, I questioned my tactics.

I thought that he could have hit the nail on
the head by deciding to concentrate on
surface fishing during the day. After all, the
difficulties you face trying to locate carp on
new waters become irrelevant if you can
see fish taking your biscuits off the top.

[ didn’t let it bother me, though, and
fished for an hour without anything
happening before daring to take a peek
into the margins where my hook
baits were.

To my disappointment, the m—
water had cleared and the > -
hook baits were still sat in
the middle of a small pile
of bait. No carp had
visited, and nothing looked
likely too, either. There were no
visible fish anywhere near me, so 1
wound in and decided to have a look
around the lake at all my other spots,
to see if there was any activity there.

By now it was mid-morning and f,
the weather had really warmed up.

Fish were cruising around just
under the surface - there weren’t
many to be seen in the margins.
It seemed that James had the
right idea with the surface

To use maggots, thread
some onto a fihe-diameter
baiting needle.

Tie a long-shanked hook to
a hook link. The hair has a
rig ring on it.

Form a ‘ball’ of maggots.
Add plastic maggots for
increased buoyancy.

Tie the maggots on. A
standard hair with a pellet
hook bait was also used.
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fishing, so I paid him a visit to see how he
getting on.
“It’s frustrating. I can the odd
fish to t
biscuit, -
feeding on a little-and-often
basis I just can’t get them

but then they’ll swim
g the rest of the bait.
I haven’t even cast a hook
bait in yet.”
James Armstrong

opted to fish off
the top during

,‘ -

Take a variety of controller floats.
Small floats will let you fish close
in, bigger floats further out.

Use a long hook link if you can.
Spooky fish won't take a hook
bait close to a controller float.

Thread a small, lightweight hook
through the top of the plastic
biscuit.

Use as light a hook link as you
can. A 6lb spool of fluorocarbon is
a good idea in snag-free areas.

Artificial dog biscuits are good.
Place a shot in the hole in the
base of the biscuit.

The shot in the plastic biscuit
means you end up with the hook
out of the water — a big edge.

Keep things simple. A float stop
acts as a buffer between float and
swivel.

To give the hook bait added
attraction, dip it before casting
out. Use any dip you like.
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| watched him for a while and, from the
carp’'s behaviour, it scemed to me that they
were more interested in spawning than
cating, so [ went to check out more spots.

To my disappointment, every area | had
baited was devoid of fish. I could still see
some of the pellets I had introduced! The
tactic wasn't working. and I got the feeling
that Little Horseshoe's carp weren't
interested in feeding during the day. My
best chance of catching before dark would
be to join James in a spot of surface
fishing, so I grabbed my floater gear.

Six frustrating hours later, neither of us
had caught anything! We'd got fish to take
the occasional freebie. and I'd even had
two carp mouth my artificial mixer, but on
both occasions I mistimed my strike and
connected only with thin air,

At around 7pm, with the light starting to
decrease in intensity, James noticed some
carp feeding on a margin spot he'd baited
up. At an opportune moment, he carefully
placed a hook bait behind a feeding fish
and, within minutes, was in! The carp had
suddenly come on the feed and James had
capitalised with some good angling 1o
catch one. The result was a Simmo stockie
of around 111b.

Meanwhile, my attention was beginning
to be drawn back to the area that Adrian
had talked about in the channel. in
particular the spot where he said The Big
Common had been caught from - a clear
gravel area under an overhanging tree,
about five yards out. The wind had been
pushing into the area all day and, judging
from the vegetation around the swim itself,
it didn’t look like anvone had fished there
for a long time. In order to actually fish, I'd
need to push my rod tips through a thick
reed bed! I didn’t mind this in the slightest -
in fact, it only added to my confidence, as 1
felt that if a big fish was in the area, it would
be less likely to spook from a spot that
doesn’t experience angling pressure.

This is a good tip for anglers fishing a
water for the first time. Although you
should definitely take on board any advice
given to you by regulars, follow your
instincts, too. It's easy to fall into the trap of
fishing the same ‘hot’ swims over and”
over again, casting to the -
same areas as the

fast. This gﬂllld

be a 20Ib fish in 18 months.
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Jim’s Pellet Mix

Add a copious amount
of HBS Oysta
Cranberry dip, for
added attraction.

Hinders’ Mini Combo

1 pellets, Krill ‘N’ Krab
mix and maggots were
mixed together.
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STEP

was fished in the

locals. Sometimes the key to success can lie
in doing something just a little different.
In the days I used to fish Withy Pool, a

tough four-acre syndicate water in

Bedfordshire, everyone used to fish in the

same spots time after time, There were

recognised areas in swims to cast to, so
that’s what we all did. Then the lake
changed to a day ticket fishery, and wow!
The anglers new to the lake had some
phenomenal results by fishing arcas that
nobody else had tried for years.

Anyway, back to Little Horseshoe. As
darkness approached we left the lake and
joined Adrian at the lodge for a curry. While

I was eating, I didn't feel in a rush to return.

I like resting swims and could picture a big
fish mooching around over the bait I'd put
in that afternoon. Adrian was amazed at this
- he felt I should be in a rush to get back
and cast out! We stopped eating and talking

at about midnight, at
which point we

returned to

our night
Swims

(which
we'd set

up earlier).
It took

two quick
casts for







